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“Building a Community of Faith, Hope and Love--

Where people meet Jesus and learn to walk with Him.”




March 14, 2010

An Opened-Door for Locked-Out People

  While visiting some out-of-state family members the four-year-old had gone outside to play. When he tried to come back in the house, he found the door had locked behind him. He tried other doors, but he was locked out, no matter where he went. So he yelled loudly, but it was a big house and no one was close by. No one heard the little guy. The longer he was locked out without anyone responding to his cries, you can guess, the more desperate he became. And even though he eventually got in, the awful feelings that went with being locked out left a pretty deep impression.

  Unfortunately, that locked-out feeling isn't unique to a child who can't get in. Many of us grownup-children know that feeling all too well. Maybe you have felt locked out much of your life, excluded, abandoned, unheard, unnoticed. You've been hurting, but no one seems to respond.

  Maybe you've found a lot of doors locked for you. But there is a door that stands not only unlocked to you, but wide open. Inside that door is love and acceptance and great worth beyond your greatest hope. At that door stands the very Creator who made you, wanting to welcome you into a personal relationship with Him.

  The very first book of the Bible tells the story of a woman who had been locked out by those among whom she had once belonged. Hagar was maidservant to Abram's wife, Sarai. God had promised Abram and Sarai a miracle child in their old age, but when God didn't do it fast enough for Sarai, she suggested Abram help God by conceiving a child with her servant Hagar as surrogate mother. Hagar became pregnant, but the ensuing tension between her and Sarai is described in the Bible this way, "Sarai mistreated Hagar; so she fled from her."

  Now this expectant mother is all alone in the desert, essentially locked out from her family. In Genesis 16 , beginning with verse 6, the Bible says, "The angel of the Lord found Hagar near a spring in the desert... the angel of the Lord said to her, '...the Lord has heard of your misery.'" Experiencing the love and help of the Lord, it says, "she gave this name to the Lord who spoke to her, 'You are the God who sees me,' for she said, 'I have now seen the One who sees me.'"

  That's the same Lord who knows your misery, who sees you in your situation. He loves you. So much so, that He sent His one and only Son to die on a Cross to pay the penalty for your sin. He's had His eye on you since before you were born. You matter so much to Him that He paid the ultimate price so you could get rid of the sin that keeps you from His Presence. This could be the day that you finally "see the One" who's seen you all along. You see your Creator for yourself, you experience Him for yourself beginning the moment that you reach out to Jesus in total faith as the only One who can forgive your sin. The only One who can bring you into a right relationship with God and bring you to life everlasting. If you are ready to experience this incredible love for yourself, you want to begin your relationship with this One who sees you, loves you, and wants you to belong to Him.

  You're on the edge of the love you've needed and you've yearned for all your life. Jesus died to unlock the door to that love. Don't go one more day without Him.
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Adult-1 Bible Class 

Auditorium (9:30am) 

Survey of the Life of Christ

Lesson-07 

The Woman at the Well

+++++

Morning Assembly  

Auditorium (10:30am) 

Seven Churches of Asia

Lesson-02-Introduction
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Evening Assembly 

Auditorium (6pm) 

Why I Believe... 

02-In the Bible

+++++

GOD'S PROMISE

  "For if they which are of the law be heirs, faith is made void, and the promise made of none effect: Because the law worketh wrath..." (Rom. 4:14,15). 

  This should be self-evident to us all. If blessing is gained by the works of the Law, it is earned. This is why Gal. 3:18 says: "If the inheritance be of the law it is no more of promise, but God gave it to Abraham by promise." 

  The Apostle Paul, God's great apostle of grace, declares in Rom. 4:4,5: "Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to him that worketh not, but believeth on Him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness." 

  But let's go back to that phrase: "the law worketh wrath." Many people somehow do not see this. Even some clergymen tell us that the Law was given to help us to be good. But God Himself says, "the law worketh wrath." Every criminal knows this, and every sinner should know it. God certainly places strong emphasis upon it: 

  "Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions" (Gal.3:19), "that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may be brought in guilty before God. Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin" (Rom.3:19-20). 

  If we come to God expecting eternal life because of our good works, are we not offering Him our terms? Such terms He can never accept! He will never sell salvation at any price, and certainly not for a few paltry "good" works, when our lives are filled with failure and sin. 

  Our only hope? God has promised to give eternal life to those who trust in His Son (John 3:35,36; Acts 16:31). "The gift of God is eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord" (Rom.6:23). And we are instructed to "clothe ourselves in Christ" in the waters of baptism (Gal.3:27).




Schedule of Services:  Bible Class--9:30 a.m.; Worship-10:30 a.m.; Evening-6:00 p.m.;  Wed Devo- 6:30 p.m.















































